
BIRLINN 
NEW TITLES 2022

Cover artwork from Argonauts of the Scottish Isles by Robin Lloyd-Jones © Abigail Salvesen





Contents
HIGHLIGHTS 4

POLITICS & CURRENT AFFAIRS 10
HISTORY 12

BIOGRAPHY & MEMOIR 29
NATURE WRITING 33
TRAVEL & GUIDES 35

FICTION 39
ARENA SPORT 41

ACADEMIC & SPECIALIST HISTORY 44
STATIONERY & COLOURING BOOKS 51



4   |  highlights

The Fire of the 
Dragon
China’s New Cold War

ISBN: 9781780277813 
Price: £16.99 
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade pbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788855143
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

Ian WIllIams has been 
reporting from China for the 
past 20 years as a foreign 
correspondent for Channel 4 
News and then the American 
network NBC. He won an 
Emmy and BAFTA awards for 
his discovery and reporting 
on the Serb detention camps 
during the war in Bosnia and is 
currently a doctoral student in 
the War Studies department at 
King’s College, London.

‘Forget Soviet Russia, Xi’s China now 
echoes 1930s Germany’ – Sunday 
Times on Every Breath You Take

Under President Xi Jinping, China’s global 
ambitions have taken a dangerous new 
turn. Bullying has replaced diplomacy, 
and China is increasingly willing to use 
coercion to get its way. 

In this thought-provoking and alarming 
book, veteran China specialist and 
foreign correspondent Ian Williams 
examines how China’s aggressive foreign 
policy is arguably the biggest threat to 
our security and is a problem that not 
just the West – but the rest of the world – 
ignores at its peril. 

A devastating analysis of China’s 
increasingly belligerent foreign 
policy – arguably the biggest threat 
to world security

Follow up to the vital and critically 
acclaimed Every Breath You Take: 
China’s New Tyranny

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-fire-of-the-dragon/


highlights |   5 

Homecoming
The Scottish Years of
Mary, Queen of Scots

ISBN: 9781780277233 
Price: £22.00
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 336pp
Illustrations: 16pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788855136
Rights: World All Languages

One of the most famous queens 
in history, Mary Stuart lived in her 
homeland for just twelve years.  

In this book, Rosemary Goring tells the 
story of Mary’s Scottish years. She uses 
dramatic and atmospheric locations and 
settings where the events that shaped 
her life took place and also examines 
the part Scotland itself played in her 
downfall. 

Whether or not Mary Stuart emerges 
blameless or guilty, in this evocative 
retelling she can be seen for who she 
really was.

A unique view of one of history’s 
most significant characters viewed 
through the places associated with 
her

Rosemary’s previous book, Scotland: 
Her Story has sold over 5,000 copies

RosemaRy GoRInG is a 
columnist for The Herald and 
author of two historical novels, 
After Flodden and Dacre’s 
War. She is also the editor of 
Scotland: The Autobiography, 
and of the bestselling Scotland: 
Her Story: The Nation’s History 
by the Women Who Lived it 
(2019).

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/homecoming/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-baking-bible/
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BRIGId Benson is a 
bestselling author with a 
heartfelt passion for journeys 
and connections, a sparky 
sense of curiosity and deep 
roots in Scotland. Her previous 
books include 52 Weekends 
in the Country, 52 Weekends 
by the Sea and the bestselling 
North Coast Journey.

Hebridean Journey
The Magic of Scotland’s 
Outer Isles

ISBN: 9781780277707 
Price: £18.99
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 246 x 189mm Paperback 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: colour throughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

The island chain of the Outer Hebrides 
lies at the very edge of Europe. This richly 
illustrated book is a fabulous invitation 
to discover the distinct character of 
each of the islands, covering Lewis and 
Harris, Berneray, Grimsay, North Uist, 
Benbecula, South Uist, Eriskay, Barra and 
Vatersay, and the vibrant Gaelic culture 
of the islanders. 

Packed with outstanding experiences, 
fascinating insights, hidden gems and 
helpful information, Hebridean Journey 
creates the uplifting opportunity of 
meaningful travels and life affirming 
experiences in the unique magic of 
Scotland’s Atlantic islands.

Hebridean Journey is a fabulous 
invitation to discover the unique 
spirit of Scotland’s sensational island 
archipelago 

Her previous title, North Coast Journey, 
has sold over 10,000 copies

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/hebridean-journey/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/north-coast-journey/
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Hindsight

ISBN: 9781780277455 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788855129
Rights: World All Languages

In 2019, Jenna Watt took part in the 
stalking of a hind on the vast Highland 
estate of Corrour: part of an immersive 
attempt to understand the ideas that lie 
behind ‘rewilding’, and what it means 
emotionally and physically to participate 
in Scotland’s deer cull. 

Piece by piece and chapter by chapter 
she unravels the story of that one day 
spent hunting the hind, interlaced with 
her discovery that her ancestors were 
deer stalkers, game keepers and ghillies 
on a Highland estate, who once took part 
in now controversial land practices like 
muirburn, grouse shooting and species 
persecution.

Hindsight explores the varied – and 
sometimes extreme – characters who 
make up the rewilding community in 
contemporary Scotland 

A powerful meditation on ‘wildness’, 
the shifting baselines of ‘rewilding’ 
in a world beset by climate change 
and species extinction

Offers hope as an individual and as a 
society, for coping with the concept 
of ecological grief

Jenna Watt is a multi-
award-winning theatre maker. 
In 2017, she undertook an 
MSc in Sustainable Rural 
Development with the 
University of Highlands and 
Islands. Since graduating, 
she has continued to develop 
her understanding of 
performative approaches to 
ecofeminism, rewilding and 
land management practices in 
Scotland.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/hindsight/
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Dreaming the 
Impossible
The Battle to Create A Non-Racial 

Sports World

ISBN: 9781913759063 
Price: £17.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade Pbk 
Extent: 352pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788855341
Rights: World All Languages

mIhIR Bose is a British 
Indian journalist and author. 
He writes a weekly “Big Sports 
Interview” for the London 
Evening Standard, and also 
writes and broadcasts on sport 
and social and historical issues 
for several outlets including the 
BBC, the Financial Times and 
Sunday Times.

From the 1960s through to the present 
day, journalist and author Mihir Bose 
takes us on a journey through the darker
side of sport, examining race and racism 
in all its forms across a huge range of 
sporting competitions. 

This book delves into the stories of 
people who have played and managed 
sport at the highest level as well as 
owners and administrators, from a 
huge range of sports including: football, 
hockey, rugby, snooker, cricket, racing, 
boxing, basketball, NFL, golf, darts, 
tennis, athletics, rowing, swimming and 
eventing.

Foreword by Roy Hodgson, former 
England and Crystal Palace manager

Puts the sporting world under a 
microscope through the years, and 
examines the issue of race from all 
angles

A timely intervention set against the 
backdrop of the #blacklivesmatter 
movement across the world

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/dreaming-the-impossible/
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The Two-Headed 
Whale

ISBN: 9781780277981 
Price: £16.99
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: b/w throughout
ePub: 978178885XXXX
Rights: World English Language

In 2016 Sandy Winterbottom ran away 
to sea for a six-week voyage by tall-ship 
from Uruguay to South Georgia and the 
Antarctic Peninsula. 

Among the teeming wildlife lay 
the rusted and skeletal remains of 
abandoned whaling stations and in a 
small cemetery at the edges of Leith 
Harbour whaling station, she stumbled 
upon the grave of Anthony Ford, an 
eighteen-year-old from Edinburgh. On 
her return to Scotland, the image of 
Anthony’s grave lingered and Sandy 
began her research, delving into archives,
reading whaling accounts from the 
1940s and 1950s, and meeting the 
whalers that still lived and remembered 
Anthony. What she found shook her. 
There are two sides to every story.

A vivid and immediate work of non-
fiction that nudges at the boundaries 
of the genre

A single place seen from two 
perspectives, sheds light on the 
horror and legacy of industrial 
exploitation in Antarctica, redefining 
its image

sandy WInteRBottom 
spent most of her career as 
an academic teaching and 
researching in the Environmental 
Sciences at Stirling University. 
In 2010, she left to work in 
the renewables industry but 
following a life-changing trip to 
South Georgia and the Antarctic 
in 2016, she returned to study 
and completed the Creative 
Writing Masters Programme at 
Stirling University.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-two-headed-whale/
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After Brexit
The Economics of
Scottish Independence

ISBN: 9781780277622 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 208pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788854924
Rights: World All Languages

GavIn mccRone has 
written and lectured about 
the Scottish economy over a 
period of many years. For over 
two decades he was Chief 
Economic Adviser to successive 
Secretaries of State for 
Scotland. He was successively 
head of two Scottish 
Government Departments – 
the Industry Department for 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Development Department.

Pressure for independence remains a 
major force in Scotland, but the case for 
it has changed substantially since the 
referendum of 2014. 

This new analysis takes into account a 
host of economic issues including deficit, 
debt, currency, energy (including North 
Sea oil and gas), pensions, mortgages 
and the financial sector. It weighs up the 
advantages of rejoining the EU single 
market, either as a full EU member 
or as a member of the EEA, with the 
disadvantages of a hard border with the 
rest of the UK.

Examines the possible consequences 
of independence in Scotland, in 
a much-changed political and 
economic landscape

A balanced and objective assessment 
of the financial consequences of 
Scottish independence

Gavin McCrone is one of the UK’s 
top economists with decades of 
involvement in the devolution and 
independence debates

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/after-brexit/
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The Bargain
Why the UK Works so 
Well for Scotland

ISBN: 9781780277691 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 208pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788853491
Rights: World All Languages

Three hundred years ago Scotland 
entered into an extraordinary bargain 
with its English neighbour. Like all the 
best deals it involved giving away little - 
the tokens of sovereignty – in exchange 
for major gains: economic, political and
cultural. Control over key domestic 
matters was retained.

In this incisive book, Tom Miers – a 
Conservative councillor for the Scottish 
Borders – sets out his stall in the 
debate over Independence and calls for 
Unionists to equip themselves with a full 
understanding of this Bargain and how it 
applies in today’s world. 

A powerful defence of the Union and 
a comprehensive guide to the debate 
about Scotland’s future

Covers all the aspect of the debate, 
from Brexit to Devolution, tax, trade, 
culture and foreign affairs

tom mIeRs studied History 
at The University Edinburgh 
and, after a career in finance, 
worked with a number of think-
tanks and campaign groups 
in Edinburgh, London and 
Brussels. He is a local councillor  
for the Conservative Party in 
the Scottish Borders and lives 
with his family near Berwick-
upon-Tweed.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-bargain/
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Cheers, 
Mr Churchill!
Winston in Scotland

ISBN: 9781780277899 
Price: £20.00
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: 12pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788855358
Rights: World All Languages

One hundred years ago, Winston 
Churchill prepared to defend his 
parliamentary seat of Dundee in the 
1922 General Election. The cabinet 
minister had fought and won five 
previous elections in the city, and 
confidently expected to win a sixth – but 
one man had other ideas. Churchill was 
in for the fight of his life.

Cheers, Mr Churchill! tells the incredible 
true story of how the god-fearing 
teetotaller Edwin Scrymgeour fought and 
won an election against Britain’s most 
famous politician. 

Tells for the first time the story 
of how Britain’s most famous 
politician was defeated by the only 
prohibitionist ever elected to the 
House of Commons

Explores Churchill’s controversial 
relationship with Scotland, including 
his attitude to devolution for the first 
time

andReW lIddle is a 
political writer and consultant 
based in Edinburgh. He 
was previously Political 
Correspondent for The Press 
and Journal and Chief Reporter 
for The Courier. His previous 
books include Ruth Davidson 
and the Resurgence of the 
Scottish Tories and Nigel 
Farage in His Own Words. 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/cheers-mr-churchill/
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A Taste for 
Treason 
The Letter That Smashed a 
Nazi Spy Ring

ISBN: 9781780277882
Price: £14.99
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade Pbk 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788855273
Rights: World All Languages

A Taste For Treason is the dramatic, 
untold story of how a Nazi spy’s letter, 
posted in New York and intercepted in 
Scotland in 1938, broke spy rings across 
Europe and North America. Following 
parallel Nazi espionage plots in the UK 
and USA and an extraordinary cast 
of characters as they converged on a 
Scottish post office, this is a thrilling true 
story of the international spy hunt that 
followed. 

This book also shows how that 
single letter marked the genesis of an 
intelligence sharing and security alliance 
that today includes the United States, 
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, the so-called Five Eyes.

Story of a remarkable housewife 
spycatcher who set MI5 on the trail 
of Nazi Germany’s most notorious 
spy in pre-war Britain

Outlines how evidence from Scotland 
led to a top American codebreaker 
being suspected of spying for Hitler

For fans of both history and true 
crime

andReW JeffRey is an 
author and historian who has 
written numerous papers, 
articles and features on military 
and maritime history. He 
undertakes regular speaking 
engagements and has worked 
in radio, television and social 
media. He is the author of 
a trilogy of books  about 
Scotland’s role in the Second 
World War.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-taste-for-treason/


14   |  history - new

The Perfect Sword
Forging the Middle Ages  

ISBN: 9781780277844 
Price: £20.00 
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal hbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 16pp colour plates/maps
ePub: 9781788855235
Rights: World All Languages

Paul GethInG is 
Director of the Bamburgh 
Research Project. He studied 
Archaeological Science at the 
University of Sheffield and 
began excavating in 1987. 

eduaRdo alBeRt is a 
London-based writer of Italian 
and Sri Lankan extraction who 
specialises in religion, travel 
and archaeology.

When archaeologist Paul Gething 
rediscovered an unprepossessing sword 
that had been left on a shelf for thirty 
years, he had a suspicion that the sword 
had more to tell than appeared. He sent 
it for further tests. When the results 
came back, he realised that he had in his 
possession what was possibly the finest, 
and certainly the most complex, sword 
ever made, which had been forged in 
seventh-century Northumberland by an 
anonymous swordsmith. 

This is the story of this sword: how and 
why it was made, who made it and what 
it meant to the warriors and kings who 
wielded it for three centuries. 

The story of the Bamburgh Sword – 
one of the finest swords ever made

A fascinating insight into the world 
of experimental archaeology – where 
archaeologists attempt to recreate an 
artefact or structure of the past using 
only the technologies and materials 
available at the time

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-perfect-sword/


 history - new |   15 

The Greatest Viking
The Life of Olav Haraldsson   

ISBN: 9781780277950 
Price: £20.00 
Publication: 03 November 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal hbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates
ePub: 978178885XXXX
Rights: World All Languages

desmond seWaRd was 
educated at Ampleforth and St 
Catharine’s College, Cambridge. 
One of the most highly 
regarded popular historians 
of his generation, he was the 
author of numerous books. His 
books The Hundred Years’ War 
and The Wars of the Roses are 
regarded as standard works on 
their subjects. He died in April 
2022.

A national hero in his native land, Olav 
Haraldsson has as much resonance for 
the Norwegians as King Arthur does for 
the British. Unlike Arthur, however, Olav 
was a real historical figure: a ruthless 
Viking warrior who named his axe after 
the Norse goddess of death and took part 
in Svein Forkbeard’s invasion of England. 

Yet in a personal vendetta against the 
old Norse gods, Olav made Norway 
Christian. He was canonised after his 
death, his tomb became a national shrine, 
and churches were dedicated to him 
throughout Scandinavia and beyond.

The true story of one of the most 
famous of all Viking warriors who 
remains a national hero in Norway 

Referencing Nordic sagas and early 
chronicles, this is a colourful and 
insightful account of a remarkable 
man and the times in which he lived

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-king-over-the-water-3/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-last-viking/
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Picts
Scourge of Rome, Rulers 
of the North

ISBN: 9781780277783 
Price: £20.00
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 246 x 189mm Pbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: b/w thr, 8pp colour
ePub: 9781788855068
Rights: World All Languages

GoRdon noBle is 
Professor of Archaeology at 
the University of Aberdeen. He 
currently works on two major 
projects: Northern Picts and 
Comparative Kingship.

nIcholas evans is 
a Research Fellow on the 
Leverhulme Trust funded 
Comparative Kingship: the Early 
Medieval Kingdoms of Northern 
Britain and Ireland project at 
the University of Aberdeen.

The Picts, who flourished in northern 
Scotland from c. 300 AD, have long 
been a subject of popular appeal. Yet 
historical sources are limited. There are 
few books on the Picts and none that 
reflect the significant advances in our 
knowledge that have been made in the 
last ten years. This book redresses that 
balance, providing an historical overview 
of the Picts from late Roman sources to 
the tenth century, as well as covering 
kingship, elite culture, everyday life, 
burial traditions, pagan and Christian 
belief, art and crafting, and the end of 
Pictland during the Viking Age.

An accessibly written introduction, 
for the general reader and historian 
alike, by leading experts

Based on evidence from recent 
excavations of major Pictish sites, as 
well as the latest historical research

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-king-in-the-north/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/picts/
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The Coffin Roads
Journeys to the West

ISBN: 9781780277790 
Price: £8.99
Publication: 07 July 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 192pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates; maps
ePub: 9781788855082
Rights: World All Languages

‘Coffin roads’ along which bodies were 
carried for burial are a marked feature of 
the landscape of the Scottish Highlands 
and islands – many are now popular 
walking and cycling routes. This book 
journeys along eight coffin roads to 
discover and explore the distinctive 
traditions, beliefs and practices around 
dying, death and mourning in the 
communities which created and used 
them. 

The result is a fascinating snapshot into 
places and culture of the West Highlands 
and Hebrides.

A fascinating journey along the 
forgotten ‘Coffin roads’, ranging 
from The Kilmartin Valley to Eigg, to 
Barra

For anyone interested in the social 
and cultural history of the Highlands 
and Islands 

Ian Bradley’s Fife Pilgrim Way has sold 
over 5,000 copies

Ian BRadley is Emeritus 
Professor of Cultural and 
Spiritual History at the 
University of St Andrews. He is 
a Trustee of the Scottish Pilgrim 
Routes and has been closely 
involved with the Fife Pilgrim 
Way since its conception. He is 
the author of The Fife Pilgrim 
Way companion. 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-coffin-roads/
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Majestic River
Mungo Park and the 
Exploration of the Niger

ISBN: 9781780277998 
Price: £30.00
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 16pp col plates; mono
ePub: 978178885XXXX
Rights: World All Languages

Majestic River is a story of geography, 
exploration, and a 2000-year-old 
geographical mystery. By the eighteenth 
century, the river Niger was to Europeans 
a source of wonder, potential wealth, 
and a two-part problem. The first would 
be solved by Mungo Park in 1796. 
Park’s death in 1806 in failing to solve 
the second prompted other expeditions 
which sought to determine the cause of 
his death and to trace the Niger’s course. 

This book offers the first full length 
biography of legendary explorer Mungo 
Park for over forty years. Tracing 
the expeditions who followed him 
it documents how and why he was 
commemorated long after his death.

The fascinating and tragic biography 
of one of the world’s pioneering 
explorers, Mungo Park

As well as a biography of Park, 
Majestic River is an account of those 
men who explored the river in the 
decades following Park’s death

Will appeal to those with an interest 
in Africa, book history, map history, 
and the history of exploration

chaRles WItheRs 
is Professor Emeritus and 
former Ogilvie Chair of Human 
Geography at the University 
of Edinburgh. In 2015 he was 
appointed the first Geographer 
Royal for Scotland in 118 years. 
He is co-editor of Geographies 
of the Book (2010), co-author of 
Scotland: Mapping the Nation 
and co-author of Scotland: 
Mapping the Islands.
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Boatlines
Scottish Craft of Sea, Coast 
and Canal

ISBN: 9781780277905
Price: £16.99
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788855365
Rights: World All Languages

Ian stePhen is a writer, 
artist and storyteller from 
the Isle of Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides. After graduating 
from Aberdeen University  he 
worked for 15 years in the 
coastguard service, based in 
Stornoway, where he still lives. 

For a country with almost 12,000 
kilometres of coast, Scotland is a nation 
bound to the sea, and people are drawn 
to our harbours and boats whether they 
have a seafaring background or not. 

In this book, Ian Stephen celebrates 
many different types of boat which 
have made their mark in Scotland’s 
story, from ageless skin boats to the 
many generations of fishing craft and 
the contemporary revival of rowing 
for pleasure in skiffs. Stories go with 
boats, and the book also explores the 
communities and people who built them 
and whose lived depended on them.

An alternative tour around the coast 
of Scotland looking at distinctive 
types of Scottish boats

Ideal for readers with an interest in 
the maritime world and its traditions 
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Salt Roads
How Fish Made a Culture

ISBN: 9781780277912 
Price: £17.99
Publication: 01 September 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: 16pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788855372
Rights: World All Languages

John Goodlad is a 
Shetlander who works in the 
seafood industry. He was the 
voice of the Shetland fishing 
industry as CEO of the Shetland 
Fishermen’s Association before 
becoming a fish farmer. He 
now advises several national 
and international seafood 
organisations and companies.

This book tells the extraordinary story 
of Shetland’s most enduring export. It 
ranges from the wild waters of the North 
Atlantic and the remote ice filled fjords of 
west Greenland to the Basque country, 
from the fishing grounds of Iceland to 
the Jewish shtetls of Poland and from the 
mountains of Faroe to the flat coastline 
of the Netherlands. 

As well as following the historical thread 
and exploring how very different cultures 
were drawn together by the salt fish 
trade, John Goodlad meets those whose 
lives revolve around the industry.

The fascinating story of how the 
salt fish industry shaped an island 
culture

Addresses today’s pressing themes 
of sustainability, climate change and 
food choices in communities who 
rely on fishing for their livelihoods

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-salt-roads/
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A Dance Called 
America
The Scottish Highlands, the 
United States and Canada

ISBN: 9781780277196 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 416pp
Illustrations: 4 x 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9780857907752
Rights: World All Languages

A dance was devised in eighteenth-
century Skye. An exhilarating dance. A 
dance, a visitor reports, ‘the emigration 
from Skye has occasioned’. The visitor 
asks for the dance’s name. ‘They call it 
America,’ he’s told. 

This is the story of the Highland impact 
on the New World. The story of how 
soldiers, explorers, guerrilla fighters, fur 
traders, lumberjacks, railway builders 
and settlers from Scotland’s glens and 
islands contributed so much to the 
USA and Canada. The story of how 
an oppressed people found in North 
America a land of liberation.

New edition of this classic account of 
what happened to the thousands of 
people who left the  north of Scotland 
to make new lives across the sea

James Hunter is a highly regarded 
historian whose book Set Adrift Upon 
the World won the Saltire Society 
History Book of the Year Award 2016

James hunteR is Emeritus 
Professor of History at the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands. He has written 
extensively about the north 
of Scotland and about the 
region’s worldwide diaspora. 
His book Set Adrift upon the 
World (Birlinn 2016) was Saltire 
History Book of the Year in 
2016.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-dance-called-america/
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Clans and Tartans 
of Scotland

ISBN: 9781780277745 
Price: £6.99
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 130 x 90mm Pbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: Colour throughout
ePub: 9781788855006
Rights: World All Languages

Roddy maRtIne has 
pursued a dedicated interest 
in Scotland’s heritage and 
culture. As a magazine editor, 
newspaper columnist and 
author of 27 books, his topics 
have largely focussed on 
Scottish heritage.

Throughout the world there exists an 
enduring fascination with our ancestry 
– who we are and where we come from. 
Nowhere is this more evident than with 
the generations of Scots who over the 
centuries have left their native Scotland 
to create a new life in the New World – 
North America, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and Europe. 

The Scots are a remarkable race with 
a justifiably proud history and culture 
which they have successfully passed on 
through generations. This compact book 
sets out to identify the larger Scottish 
clan and family names, their tartans, 
septs (dependent family names), heraldic 
crests, mottos, ancestral lands and 
allegiances.

A handy pocket guide to Scottish 
clans, covering over 100 clan names 

Includes details of ancestral lands 
associated with every clan 

Features each clan tartan in colour

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/clans-and-tartans-of-scotland/
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Pipers
A Guide to the Players and Music 
of the Highland Bagpipe

ISBN: 9781780276878 
Price: £12.99
Publication: 03 February 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: 24pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788851855
Rights: World All Languages

WIllIam donaldson 
is a graduate of Aberdeen 
University and currently teaches 
in the literature department 
at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. His other books 
include The Jacobite Song and 
The Highland Pipe and Scottish 
Society, which was voted joint 
Research Book for the Year by 
the Saltire Society.

Pipers takes the reader inside the world 
of the performer community of Scottish 
piping, introducing the instrument itself 
and the various different repertories. 
It also discusses piping techniques as 
well as information on some of the great 
piping dynasties and individual pipers. 

Dr William Donaldson shows how 
‘traditional music’, often assumed to be 
the anonymous product of a dim and 
distant past, is the creation of gifted 
individuals operating in a sophisticated 
and vigorously ongoing enterprise. 

A fascinating look into the world of 
the Scottish bagpipes, full of history, 
anecdote and practical information

New edition with an extended 
introduction covering recent 
developments in the piping 
community as well as technological 
developments

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/pipers/
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fIona Watson is a 
medieval historian and writer 
specialising in medieval 
warfare in particular, and 
Scottish History more generally. 
Among her many publications 
are Macbeth: A True Story 
(2010), A History of Scotland’s 
Landscapes (2018), Traitor, 
Outlaw, King. Part One. The 
Making of Robert Bruce, (2018) 
and Scotland’s History (2020).

Under the 
Hammer
Edward I and Scotland

ISBN: 9781780276892 
Price: £12.99
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 368pp
Illustrations:  8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788854931
Rights: World All Languages

War truly begins when the invading army, 
conquest complete, goes home. It is the 
relationship between the native population 
and those remaining behind as part of 
the new administration which holds the 
key to our understanding of not only the 
mechanisms of conquest, but also the 
fundamental elements of government.

Covering the period 1286–1306 with 
the most up-to-date research, this book 
examines the process of conquest and 
attempted colonisation of one medieval 
kingdom by another. Fiona Watson shows 
how the kingdom of Scotland was able to 
marshal its resources and create a coherent 
and cohesive front to deal with a more 
powerful enemy.

New edition of an acclaimed book 
which paints an illuminating portrait of 
medieval Scotland at a key point in its 
history

A crucial book for any students of 
Scottish history, and the wider history 
of Great Britain as it was shaped in the 
13th and 14th Centuries

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/native-2/
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The Wars of the 
Bruces
Scotland, England and 
Ireland, 1306–1328

ISBN: 9781780276618 
Price: £14.99 
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 416pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9780857904959
Rights: World All Languages

colm mcnamee is the 
Senior Research Officer for 
the Boundary Commission for 
Northern Ireland. He studied at 
Queens’ University, Belfast, and 
Worcester College, Oxford and 
has a DPhil in Medieval History. 
He is the author of Robert 
Bruce: Our Most Valiant Prince, 
King and Lord. 

The Bruces of fourteenth-century 
Scotland were formidable and 
enthusiastic warriors. Whilst much 
has been written about events as they 
happened in Scotland during the first 
part of the fourteenth century, England’s 
war with Robert the Bruce profoundly 
affected the whole of the British Isles. 

Packed with detail and written with a 
strong and involving narrative thread, 
this is the first book to link up the various 
theatres of war and discuss the effect of 
the wars of the Bruces outside Scotland.

A new edition incorporating the most 
up-to-date findings and research

Sets one of Scotland’s greatest 
historical figures in the context of 
his times

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-wars-of-the-bruces-2/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/robert-bruce/
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Insurrection
Scotland’s Famine Winter

ISBN: 9781780276786
Price: £12.99
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 384pp
Illustrations: 12pp b/w plates, maps
ePub: 9781788852319
Rights: World All Languages

When Scotland’s 1846 potato crop was 
wiped out by blight, the country was 
plunged into crisis. In the Hebrides and 
the West Highlands a huge relief effort 
came too late to prevent starvation and 
death. 

As a bitter winter gripped and families 
feared a repeat of the calamitous famine 
then ravaging Ireland, grain carts 
were seized, ships boarded, harbours 
blockaded, a jail forced open, the military 
confronted. Those dramatic events have 
long been ignored or forgotten. Now, in 
James Hunter, they have their historian.

Longlisted for the Highland Book 
Prize

Based on meticulous research, 
including eyewitness accounts

James Hunter is an award-winning 
historian and highly respected in his 
field

James hunteR is Emeritus 
Professor of History at the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands. He has written 
extensively about the north 
of Scotland and about the 
region’s worldwide diaspora. 
His book Set Adrift upon the 
World (Birlinn 2016) was Saltire 
History Book of the Year in 
2016.

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/insurrection-3/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/set-adrift-upon-the-world/
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The Rise and Fall of 
the City of Money

ISBN: 9781780276809
Price: £12.99
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 352pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates, 8pp col. plates
ePub: 9781788852296
Rights: World All Languages

It started and ended with a financial 
catastrophe. The Darien disaster of 
1700 drove Scotland into union with 
England, but spawned the institutions 
which transformed Edinburgh into a 
global financial centre. The crash of 2008 
wrecked the city’s two largest and oldest 
banks – and its reputation. 

This is the story, not just of the 
institutions which were respected 
worldwide, but of the personalities too, 
such as Walter Scott who faced financial 
ruin, but wrote his way out of it; the men 
who financed American railways and 
eastern rubber plantations with Scottish 
money; and Fred Goodwin, notorious 
CEO of RBS, who took the bank to be the 
biggest in the world, but crashed and 
burned in 2008.

The story of how Edinburgh rose to 
be one of the top 10 financial centres 
in Europe – and how the crisis of 
2008 decimated its institutions

Written by an award-winning 
journalist who has reported on the 
Edinburgh financial industry for 40 
years

Ray PeRman, a writer 
and journalist for 30 years, 
was chair of the James Hutton 
Institute and is a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, of 
which Hutton was a founder 
member. His previous books 
include The Rise and Fall of the 
City of Money and The Man 
Who Gave Away His Island. 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-city-of-money-2/
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The Placenames
of Scotland

ISBN: 9781780277714 
Price: £14.99 
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 304pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

IaIn tayloR graduated in 
Celtic Studies from Aberdeen 
University and taught Gaelic at 
primary, secondary and tertiary
levels in Uist, Perthshire and 
Skye. A native of Elgin in Moray, 
he worked for some years in the 
Gaelic department of Scottish 
Television before going on to 
lecture at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig , 
the Gaelic College in Skye.

Scotland is a land of many languages 
– including Gaelic, Pictish, Brythonic, 
Norse, Anglo-Saxon and Modern English 
among them. The result is an often 
bewildering series of overlapping layers 
of place-names, difficult at times to 
understand and even pronounce. 

This book, featuring 8,000 names 
ranging from districts, towns and villages 
to rivers, lochs and mountains, is the 
essential guide to Scottish placenames, 
illustrating the extent to which Scotland’s 
languages were spoken over its territory.

The essential reference book to 
Scottish placenames , covering over 
8,000 names

Contains a guide to Gaelic 
pronunciation, maps and suggestions 
for further reading 

Placenames open up a window 
not only on to the geography of 
the country but on to its history, 
providing evidence not
found in documented sources

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-placenames-of-scotland/
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William Burrell
A Collector’s Life

ISBN: 9781780277608 
Price: £25.00
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: 16pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788854917
Rights: World All Languages

This new biography of philanthropist 
William Burrell is based on recent 
research, full access to the Burrell archive 
and in-depth knowledge of his collection 
of over 6,000 artworks spanning 
centuries and civilisations. 

Sir William was a complicated and 
private man who shunned publicity, 
adored his wife, but had a tumultuous 
relationship with his daughter. In 
politics Conservative, he campaigned 
for better housing conditions as long as 
this didn’t cause further expense to the 
taxpayer. The authors take a candid and 
considered view of who William Burrell 
the man was, what sparked his passion 
for collecting, and what his gift continues 
to mean to the city.

Published to mark the refurbishment 
of The Burrell Collection in Glasgow 
in Spring 2022

The Burrell Collection is one of the 
world’s greatest collections amassed 
by one person

A fascinating portrait of an 
extraordinary philanthropist

maRtIn Bellamy is the 
author of a number of books 
and articles on cultural aspects 
of shipping and shipbuilding is 
editor of The Mariner’s Mirror.

IsoBel macdonald 
is a specialist in 19th- and 
20th-century British collecting 
history. She read Art History at 
the University of Glasgow and 
has a Master’s degree in the 
History of Collecting.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/william-burrell/
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Is there a Pigeon 
in the Room?
My Life in Schools

ISBN: 9781780277738 
Price: £12.99
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub:9781788854993
Rights: World All Languages

cameRon WyllIe 
started teaching English at 
Daniel Stewart’s and Melville 
College in Edinburgh in 1980 
and ended his career nearly 
forty years later as Principal 
of George Heriot’s School, 
the Sunday Times ‘Scottish 
Independent School of the 
decade’ (2021). He is now a 
writer and journalist.

This book tells the story of a remarkable 
four-decade career in teaching. 
Incorporating a few of Cameron Wyllie’s 
own experiences as a schoolboy, it’s a 
tapestry of anecdotes and reflections 
on topics like drugs, parenting and sex 
education, laced with stories about 
memorable individuals. 

Cameron taught over 8,000 students in 
his career. This book is a distillation of 
his experiences and reflections, intended 
both to amuse and to move.

A humorous, inspiring and moving 
account of a long career in education, 
from rookie teacher to respected 
school principal

Cameron Wyllie is a regular 
contributor to The Scotsman on 
educational matters and has written 
for many other outlets

Will appeal to readers of memoirs 
such as Shaun Bythell’s The Diary of a 
Bookseller and Vic Goddard’s The Best 
Job in the World

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/is-there-a-pigeon-in-the-room/
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Is there a Pigeon 
in the Room?
My Life in Schools

James Hutton 
and the Evolution 
of the Earth  

ISBN: 9781780277851 
Price: £25.00
Publication: 01 September 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 304pp
Illustrations: 16pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788855242
Rights: World All Languages

Among the giants of the Scottish 
Enlightenment, the name of James 
Hutton is overlooked. Yet his Theory of 
the Earth revolutionised the way we 
think about how our planet was formed 
and laid the foundation for the science of 
geology. Yet much of his story remains a 
mystery. His papers, library and mineral 
collection all vanished after his death 
and only a handful of letters survive. He 
seemed to be a lifelong bachelor, yet 
had a secret son whom he supported 
throughout his life. 

This book uses new sources and original 
documents to bring Hutton the man to 
life and places him firmly among the 
geniuses of his time. 

The first complete biography of the 
father of modern geology

James Hutton was a man of 
immensely wide-ranging intellectual 
achievements  and one of the Scottish 
Enlightenment’s brightest stars

Ray PeRman, a writer 
and journalist for 30 years, 
was chair of the James Hutton 
Institute and is a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, of 
which Hutton was a founder 
member. His previous books 
include The Rise and Fall of the 
City of Money and The Man 
Who Gave Away His Island. 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/james-hutton-and-the-evolution-of-the-earth/
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Jane Haining
A Life of Love and Courage

ISBN: 9781780276663 
Price: £9.99 
Publication: 06 January 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9780857902078
Rights: World All Languages

‘A biography as calm, meticulous and 
movingly humane as Jane Haining 
herself’ – Sally Magnusson

A farmer’s daughter from Galloway in 
south-west Scotland, Jane Haining went 
to work at the Scottish Jewish Mission 
School in Budapest in 1932, where she 
was a boarding school matron in charge 
of around 50 orphan girls. When war 
broke out and Hungary was invaded, she 
remained with her pupils, writing ‘if these 
children need me in days of sunshine, 
how much more do they need me in days 
of darkness’.

Her brave persistence led to her arrest by 
the Gestapo in April 1944. She died in the 
Nazi concentration camp at Auschwitz 
just a few months later. Her courage and 
self-sacrifice, her choice to stay and to 
protect the children in her care, has made 
her an inspiration to many.

Jane Haining is the only Scot to be 
officially honoured for giving her life 
to help Jews during the Holocaust

Based on in-depth original research, 
personal interviews, and a trove of 
newly discovered material

maRy mIlleR has worked 
in fundraising and charity work 
throughout the world. Named 
Evening Times ‘International 
Scotswoman of the Year’ in 
2009, her lifelong interest in 
the care of children in difficult 
situations drew her to explore 
Jane Haining’s devotion to the 
Jewish girls in her care.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/jane-haining-3/
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ISBN: 9781780277806 
Price: £16.99
Publication: 21 July 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: 12pp colour plates
ePub:9781788855099
Rights: World All Languages

Nature has always been Polly Pullar’s 
mainstay, from her childhood years 
spent on the beautiful Ardnamurchan 
peninsula.

But an otherwise idyllic childhood 
was marred by family secrets which 
ultimately turned to tragedy. Following 
the suicide of her alcoholic father and 
the deterioration of her relationship with 
her mother, as well as the break-up 
of her own marriage, Polly rebuilt her 
life, earning a reputation as a wildlife 
expert and rehabilitator, journalist and 
photographer. This book is her own 
extraordinary story, in which she reflects 
on how the love of nature has shaped 
her life.

The intensely moving and uplifting 
autobiography of one of Scotland’s 
best-known naturalists

Will be of interest to all nature lovers 
and anyone looking to learn more 
about connecting with wildlife and 
the natural world

Polly PullaR is a 
conservationist, naturalist, 
writer and photographer 
specialising in wildlife and 
countryside matters. She is 
also a wildlife rehabilitator 
and contributes to numerous 
publications including The 
Scots Magazine, Scottish Field, 
Scottish Wildlife, BBC Wildlife 
& The People’s Friend.

The Horizontal Oak
A Life in Nature

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-horizontal-oak/
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ISBN: 9781780277592 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788853828
Rights: World All Languages

‘Painting writes both clearly and often 
entrancingly. ... I commend this book 
strongly. You will learn a lot’  
– Allan Massie, The Scotsman

‘Brings a rare and balanced viewpoint 
to this fraught world’ 
– Geographical Magazine

In 1995 the National Trust for Scotland 
acquired Mar Lodge Estate in the heart 
of the Cairngorms, which after centuries 
of abuse by human hands, was in need 
of radical measures to be restored. 

After 25 years of extremely hard work, 
the pinewoods, bogs, moors and 
mountains are returning to their former 
glory. Regeneration is the story of this 
success featuring both the people who 
are protecting the land and the myriad 
creatures which inspire them to do so.

The inspiring story of a Highland 
estate, which was rescued from the 
catastrophic effects of decades of 
human interference

A moving story of hope in an age of 
environmental destruction

andReW PaIntInG 
grew up in the south of 
England and studied English 
at King’s College, London and 
Environmental Anthropology at 
Aberdeen University. He moved 
to Scotland to volunteer with 
the RSPB and since 2016 has 
been Assistant Ecologist at the 
Mar Lodge Estate.

Regeneration
The Rescue of a Wild Land

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/regeneration-3/
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RoBIn lloyd-Jones 
grew up in India and studied 
at Cambridge, and taught 
Creative Writing at Glasgow 
University. His book, The 
Sunlit Summit was Saltire 
Society Research Book of the 
Year Award in 2013 and his 
novel The Dreamhouse was 
nominated for the Booker Prize 
in 1985.

Argonauts of the 
Scottish Isles
Sea-kayaking Adventures

ISBN: 9781780277059 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: 12pp colour plates; maps
ePub: 9781788853101
Rights: World All Languages

Robin Lloyd-Jones has been exploring the 
west coast and islands of Scotland in his 
sea kayak for more than forty years. In 
this book he recalls many a memorable 
expedition to wild and beautiful shores. 
 
Along the way, he explains a great deal 
about kayaking, about the wildlife and 
history of the areas he visits. More than 
that, however, he makes us feel that 
we are with him in his kayak. Through 
his vivid and beautifully crafted prose, 
we experience the terror of a force nine 
gale, the tranquillity of moonlit trips, and 
the lure of tiny bays and seal-meadows 
accessible only to a slim kayak.

Reissue of the classic book of 
kayaking adventures from a Booker 
Prize nominee

Striking new cover and a specially 
written introduction by the author, 
looking back on his 40 years of sea 
quests

A vivid and exciting journey around 
Orkney, Shetland and the islands of 
Scotland.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/argonauts-of-the-scottish-isles/
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mollIe huGhes is a 
world record-breaking sports 
adventurer. In 2017 she broke 
the world record for becoming 
the youngest woman to climb 
both sides of Mount Everest 
and in 2020 became the 
youngest woman to ski solo to 
the South Pole.

Rachel Keenan is a 
freelance outdoor adventure 
photographer from Glasgow, 
Scotland.

Blue Scotland
The Complete Guide to Exploring 

Scotland’s Wild Waters

ISBN: 9781780277448 
Price: £18.99 
Publication 01 September 2022
Format: 246 x 189mm Paperback 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: Colour photos, Maps
ePub:9781788855075
Rights: World English Language

Scotland is famed for its rugged 
coastlines, pristine beaches, endless 
rivers and deep lochs. From the 
Highlands to the Islands, from the east 
coast to the west coast, the whole 
country is an unreported mecca for wild 
water sports.

Mollie Hughes has tried and tested 
numerous locations throughout the 
country and introduces 80 of them in 
this book. As well as practical details 
on all aspects of the locations, she also 
includes her own personal experiences 
and tips, enabling wild water sports 
enthusiasts of all levels of experience 
to make the most of the amazing 
opportunities Scotland offers.

Mollie Hughes has a high social 
media presence - 3,200 Facebook
followers, 7,000 Instagram followers 
and 4,300 followers on Twitter

Beautifully illustrated with stunning 
photography from Rachel Keenan, 
and maps identifying all the 
locations

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/blue-scotland/
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The Moray Way 
Companion

ISBN: 9781780277936 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 222 x 136mm Pbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: Colour throughout & Maps
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

noRman thomson 
has been charmed by the 
Moray countryside since first 
encountering it in boyhood. 
In 2009 he and Ann Dunn 
launched the concept of the 
Moray Way and later helped 
co-found the increasingly 
popular Moray Walking 
Festival.

The Moray Way consists of all or part 
of three previously existing paths: the 
Moray Coast Trail, the Speyside Way and 
the Dava Way. Together they cover a 
huge and varied range of landscapes. 

From Forres to Lossiemouth, Garmouth 
to Fochabers, this book is the perfect 
guide to all this beautiful and richly 
historical part of Scotland has to offer.

The official guide to the 100-mile 
walking and cycling circuit around 
the boundaries of the county of 
Moray, featuring more than 100 
colour photographs and detailed 
maps

Published to coincide with the Moray 
Walking Festival, 18-28 June 2022

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-baking-bible/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-baking-bible/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-baking-bible/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-moray-way/
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alan mcKIRdy has 
written many popular books 
and book chapters on geology 
and related topics and has 
helped to promote the study 
of environmental geology in 
Scotland. He is the author of 
Set in Stone, and is now a 
freelance writer and has given 
many talks on Scottish geology 
and landscapes.

The Landscapes 
in Stone Series
The Geology and 
Landscapes of Scotland

ISBN: 9781780277493 (Central Scotland)
ISBN: 9781780277509 (The Small Isles)
ISBN: 9781780277486 (Southern Scotland)
Price: £7.99
Publication: 05 May 2022 

From the central belt, to the Scottish 
Borders to the Small isles, this trio of 
books completes Alan McKirdy’s series 
that takes the reader on a billion year 
journey through the turbulant geology of 
Scotland.

Accessibly written and illustrated in full 
colour throughout with maps, diagrams 
and photographs, these books are the 
ultimate guide to the nation’s geological 
history.

Three books that complete Alan 
McKirdy’s Landscapes in Stone series

Series provides a complete and in 
depth guide to Scotland’s geography 
from the cities to the highlands and 
islands

Format: 230 x 165mm Pbk
Extent: 48pp
Illustrations: Colour throughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/central-scotland/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-small-isles-2/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/southern-scotland/
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Children of the 
Dead End

ISBN: 9781780277646 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9780857907035
Rights: World All Languages

Based on personal memories of his life in 
Ireland and Scotland in the early 1900s, 
this was Patrick MacGill’s first novel. 
It tells the story of Dermod Flynn an 
independent and feisty youth who earns 
a meagre living as an itinerant farm hand 
in Donegal and County Tyrone before 
coming to Scotland with a potato-picking 
squad. 

Peopled with extraordinary characters, 
Children of the Dead End is a gritty and 
uncompromising expose of the near 
slavery endured by the poor in Scotland 
and Ireland at the beginning of the 
twentieth century.

Features an introduction by 
bestselling author Patrick Baker

A hugely popular and influential 
book when first published in 1914, 
selling 15,000 copies in its first three 
months

A fascinating window to the past 
with vivid descriptions of the lives of 
workers of just a century ago

PatRIcK macGIll was 
born in Donegal in 1889 and 
died in Florida in 1963. He 
wrote a number of bestselling 
books (many of which are semi-
autobiographical), including 
Moleskin Joe, The Rat-pit and 
The Great Push, as well as a 
number of poetry collections.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/children-of-the-dead-end/
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The Secret of 
Ardnish

ISBN: 9781780277523 
Price: £8.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788853323
Rights: World All Languages

‘If ever there was a story ready-made 
for the big screen, the Ardnish trilogy 
is it’ – National Trust Magazine

A small inheritance and a letter from his 
grandfather mark the beginnings of a 
journey that leads Peter Angus Gillies 
from his mundane job in Canada to 
Ardnish, the land of his forebears, on 
the rugged and remote west coast of 
Scotland. 

With the help of a local girl, Sarah, he 
embarks on a search that will test him 
emotionally and physically as he learns 
independence and resilience – and 
experiences a love like he has never 
known before.

The fourth book in the bestselling 
Ardnish series

A story of swashbuckling adventure, 
romance and buried treasure

anGus macdonald 
has lived all his life in the 
west Highlands, serving in the 
local regiment The Queens 
Own Highlanders before 
becoming an entrepreneur 
with businesses in publishing, 
education and renewable 
energy. He is owner of The 
Highland Bookshop and has 
built The Highland Cinema in 
the Fort William town square.

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-secret-of-ardnish/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/ardnish-was-home/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/we-fought-for-ardnish/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/ardnish/
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ISBN: 9781913759049 
Price: £25.00
Publication: 16 June 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 16pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788855037
Rights: World All Languages

stePhen PRoctoR has 
served as a senior editor at 
The Baltimore Sun, The San 
Francisco Chronicle and The 
Houston Chronicle. An avid 
golfer and has spent the past 
decade studying the history of 
the royal and ancient game. He 
is the author of Monarch of the 
Green (2019). 

The Long Golden Afternoon tells the 
story of the transformative generation of 
golf that followed the rise of Young Tom 
Morris - an era of sweeping change that 
saw Scotland’s national pastime become 
one of the rare games played around the 
world.

The generation that followed Tom 
would witness the game’s coming of 
age. It would see an explosion in golf’s 
popularity, the invention of revolutionary 
new balls and clubs, the emergence of 
professional tours, and the organisation 
of the game and its rules.

Told against the backdrop of the 
passionate rivalry between Scotland 
and England

Monarch of the Green was shortlisted 
for the Telegraph Sports Book of the 
Year in 2020

The Long Golden 
Afternoon
Golf’s Age of Glory
1864-1914

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-long-golden-afternoon/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/monarch-of-the-green-2/
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‘Unsuitable for 
Females’
The Rise of the Lionesses and 
Women’s Football in England

ISBN: 9781913759056 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade Pbk 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: 8pp colour plates
ePub: 9781788855044
Rights: World All Languages

caRRIe dunn is a 
journalist and academic who 
has been combining research, 
teaching and professional 
practice since 2005. Her 
research interests include 
fandom, sport, feminism and 
the consumption of popular 
culture. She is the author of The 
Roar of the Lionesses and The 
Pride of the Lionesses.

“Quite unsuitable for females” – these 
were the words used by the FA when, in 
1921, they introduced a ban on women’s 
football in England that lasted until 1971. 

A hundred years later England’s 
Lionesses are on the front and back 
pages, featured on prime-time television 
and named in national honours lists for 
their contributions.

But what happened before? This book 
tells the story of women’s football in 
England since its 19th-century inception 
through pen portraits of its trailblazers.

Published ahead of the Women’s 
Euros in 2022

A record breaking 1.12 billion viewers 
watched the 2019 Women’s World 
Cup 

Some of the biggest stars in the 
world are attracted to England, one 
of the world’s most competitive 
domestic leagues

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/unsuitable-for-females/
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The Road to 
Barcelona
The Glory of 72 and My Life 

in Football

ISBN: 9781913759032 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade Pbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: 16pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788853279
Rights: World All Languages

dave smIth played more 
than 300 games for Rangers in 
an Ibrox career spanning eight 
years.

Paul smIth is an 
established non-fiction author, 
with 18 titles for a range of 
publishers including Black and 
White, Birlinn, Mainstream and 
Pitch.

On 24 May 2022 the 50th anniversary 
of one of the greatest moments in the 
glittering history of Rangers Football 
Club will be marked. The triumph in the 
1972 European Cup Winners’ Cup final 
in Barcelona remains the Ibrox side’s one 
and only continental success, an honour 
that helped establish Rangers among the 
world’s elite. 

Dave Smith was a star in that final. 
Through The Road to Barcelona he 
recounts the inside story of the run to 
glory and the band of brothers who came 
together, as well as the path that led him 
to Ibrox and the real story of the conflict 
that led to his premature departure.

Published to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of Rangers’ 1972 
European Cup Winners’ Cup final 
victory over Dynamo Moscow

Dave Smith created two of the three 
goals on the night of the final and 
was named player of the year by the 
Scottish Football Writers’ Association 
in 1972

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/road-to-barcelona/
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The Normans in 
Ireland
Leinster, 1167–1247

ISBN: 9781910900338 
Price: £20.00
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Paperback 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates
ePub: 9781788853132
Rights: World All Languages

The Norman invasion of Britain, as 
depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry, is well 
known, but the later invasion of Ireland is 
much less well documented. Yet much of 
what we see today in Irish heritage has 
Norman roots. 

This book goes back to the starting point 
of this, more than eight hundred years 
ago. Beginning with Irish history before 
the Norman invasion, the book describes 
how Ireland was conquered and settled 
by the French-speaking Normans from 
north-west France, whose language and 
culture had already come to dominate 
most of Britain.

The first book to give a 
comprehensive overview of the 
Normans as conquerors and the 
reasons behind the Anglo-Norman 
invasion of Ireland

Will appeal to those interested in 
medieval history, Irish history, 
British history

RIchaRd lomas was a 
Lecturer in History at Durham 
University, now retired. He is 
the author of The Fall of the 
House of Percy (2006) and A 
Power in the Land: The Percys 
(1999).

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-normans-in-ireland/
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Scotland’s Lost 
Branch Lines
Where Beeching Got it Wrong

ISBN: 9781839830198 
Price: £30.00
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Hardback 
Extent: 320pp
Illustrations: 44pp b/w; 4pp col; maps
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

The infamous ‘Beeching Axe’ swept 
away virtually every Scottish branch-
line railway in the 1960s. Conventional 
wisdom views these losses as regrettable 
– but inevitable – in an era of growing 
affluence and rising car ownership. Yet 
in his rush to improve British Railways’ 
finances, Dr Beeching ignored the scope 
for sensible economies which could have 
allowed a significant number of axed 
routes to survive and prosper.

In this book David Spaven traces the 
origins, development and eventual 
decline of the branch line in Scotland, 
from a business, political and social 
perspective – illustrating the flaws in the 
controversial closure process.

From the author of the acclaimed 
Railway Atlas of Scotland

The first history of Scotland’s 
railways seen through its branch 
lines

Features rarely seen photographic 
material

davId sPaven  has spent 
his working life in and around 
the rail industry. His first book, 
the award-winning Mapping 
the Railways, was published 
by Times Books/HarperCollins 
in 2011. Highland Survivor: 
The Story of the Far North Line, 
published by Kessock Books 
in 2016, was also an award-
winner. He is the author of the 
best-selling Railway Atlas of 
Scotland (Birlinn, 2015).

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/scotlands-lost-branch-lines/
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Fairlie’s Secret 
War
How One Village Helped Defeat the 
German U-Boats

ISBN: 9781839830235 
Price: £14.99 
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Trade Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: mono integrated
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

During the Second World War the Royal 
Navy’s vitally important Anti-submarine 
Experimental Establishment was secretly 
moved from Portland in Dorset to the 
Ayrshire village of Fairlie, to escape 
German bombing on the south coast. 
For the next six years it occupied the 
boatyard of yacht builder William Fife on 
the Firth of Clyde. 

Fairlie’s role in the war was not disclosed 
until relatively recently. Highly illustrated 
throughout and making use of previously 
unpublished material, this book tells the 
full story of the establishment at Fairlie 
for the first time.

Tells the full story of the secret 
wartime experimental unit at Fairlie 
for the first time

Fairlie was a major contributor to the 
Royal Navy’s ability to find and sink 
German U-boats

Includes formerly secret information 
from the National Archives

John RIddell worked as a 
civil engineer before becoming 
a senior lecturer and reader 
in water engineering at the 
University of Strathclyde. He 
has lived in Fairlie since 1972, 
and in retirement has continued 
to pursue his interest in the 
Clyde, ships and local history.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/fairlies-secret-war/
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Tyninghame
Landscapes and Lives

ISBN: 9781839830112 
Price: £25.00
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 246 x 189mm Paperback 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: Colour throughout
ePub: 9781788854962
Rights: World All Languages

For many people, Tyninghame on the 
beautiful East Lothian coast means 
beaches, sea birds and salt marshes. But 
this place on the southern boundary of 
the Firth of Forth was once an important 
monastic site, the burial place of St 
Baldred and later a bishop’s palace that 
eventually became the seat of the earls 
of Haddington. The church, the house, 
the gardens and surroundings have 
undergone many transformations since 
they lived here, but somehow their vision 
has remained intact and unspoiled.

Judy Riley reveals a fascinating story, 
weaving together the different threads 
which make up this special place in a 
corner of East Lothian.

Uncovers the archaeological, 
historical, religious and horticultural 
history behind Tyninghame

For fans of fascinating local history

Illustrated with full colour 
throughout

Judy RIley’s love of 
gardens and a fascination for 
their design and history led 
her  to become a landscape 
architect. Born in Cambridge, 
her first career was as a 
linguist and she taught 
Spanish in Ireland before 
settling in Scotland, where she 
continued to teach. A keen 
conservationist, she was the 
founding chair of Scotland’s 
Garden and Landscape 
Heritage.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/tyninghame/
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‘The People Are 
Not There’
The Transformation of 
Badenoch 1800-1863

ISBN: 9781910900819 
Price: £60.00
Publication: 05 August 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Hardback 
Extent: 448pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates, 12pp colour
ePub: 9781788855228
Rights: World All Languages

Badenoch today is a landscape of empty 
glens and ruined settlements, but it was 
not always so. This book examines the 
transformative events that shaped the 
region’s destiny: climate and market 
forces, hunger and relief measures, sheep 
farms and sporting estates, agricultural 
improvement and proprietorial greed, 
and the evolution of clanship. 

Although this is an intensely localised 
study, the dramatic nature of change is 
explored against the wider context of 
events not just across the Highlands, 
but also within the British state and its 
global empire.

A new perspective on Highland 
history based on previously unseen 
documentary evidence

Accessible to the general reader and 
the academic historian, with local 
and general interest

davId tayloR  graduated 
in Scottish Historical Studies 
from the University of 
Edinburgh and gained a PhD 
from the University of the 
Highlands and Islands. After 
teaching history at Douglas-
Ewart High School he was 
Principal Teacher of History and 
Modern Studies at Kingussie 
High School (Badenoch) for 
thirty years. Now retired, he 
lives in Orkney.

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-people-are-not-there/
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A Passion for 
Castles
The Story of MacGibbon and Ross 
and the Castles they Surveyed

ISBN: 9781910900826 
Price: £35.00
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 384pp
Illustrations: b/w & 16pp colour plates
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

In the 1880s two Edinburgh architects 
began to survey, measure and sketch the 
castles of Scotland, travelling the length 
and breadth of the country on trains, 
bicycles and on foot. 

The first part of A Passion for Castles 
tells the life stories of David MacGibbon 
and Thomas Ross and their work 
as Edinburgh architects before they 
embarked on their magisterial survey. 
The second sets their enormously 
ambitious castles project in its historical 
context, while the final section provides 
provides a regional overview of the 
current status of all the castles surveyed 
by MacGibbon and Ross.

Tells the little-known story of the 
pioneering two architects and how 
they carried out their survey

Accessible to the general reader and 
the architectural historian, with local 
and general interest

Beautifully illustrated throughout 
with a mixture of historical and 
modern photographs and drawingss

Jannet BRennan-InGlIs 
is a former chair of the Scottish 
Castles Association and is 
Chair of the Galloway group of 
the National Trust for Scotland 
as well as a board member of 
Historic Environment Scotland, 
and is the author of Scotland’s 
Castles: Rescued, Rebuilt and 
Reoccupied (2014).

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-passion-for-castles/
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The Early Life of 
James VI
A Long Apprenticeship  
1566-1585

ISBN: 9781910900185 
Price: £80.00
Publication: 03 November 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 448pp
Illustrations: 8pp b/w plates, 12pp colour
ePub: 9781788855228
Rights: World All Languages

James VI and I was arguably the most 
successful ruler of the Stewart Dynasty 
in Scotland, and the first king of a united 
Great Britain. His ableness as a monarch, 
it has been argued, stemmed largely 
from his Scottish upbringing. 

This book is the first in-depth scholarly 
study of those formative years. It tries to 
understand exactly when in James’ ‘long 
apprenticeship’ he seized political power 
and retraces the incremental steps he 
took along the way. 

The first comprehensive study of 
James VI’s early life, his rise to 
power and the factional intrigues of 
his court

Provides a full assessment of James’ 
early relationship with his mother, 
Mary Queen of Scots

Includes major new archival research 
on James’ early court and household

steven ReId has a PhD 
in history from the University 
of St Andrews and is a Senior 
Lecturer in Scottish History 
at the University of Glasgow. 
He was the first recipient of 
the Scottish History Society 
Postgraduate Prize in 
Palaeography in 2007 and was 
a Fulbright Scholar and visiting 
lecturer in Church History at 
Yale Divinity School in 2012.
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The Scottish 
Nature Colouring 
Book

ISBN: 9781780277639 
Price: £8.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 250 x 250mm Paperback 
Extent: 48pp
Illustrations: b/w throughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

Featuring iconic animals from red deer, 
golden eagles and Highland cows to 
red squirrels, pine martens and salmon 
as well as the plants, trees and flowers 
which thrive in mountain, forest, moor 
and seashore, this book is the ideal way 
to explore Scotland’s amazing range of 
flora and fauna.

Many of the illustrations show the 
animals and plants in their natural 
habitats, so you can appreciate the 
extraordinary beauty of Scotland’s 
landscapes too.

A brand new book in Birlinn’s 
bestselling series of colouring books 
focusing on Scotland’s nature

Eilidh Muldoon’s colouring books 
have sold over 45,000 copies

Illustrations ideal for all levels of 
colouring

eIlIdh muldoon studied 
Art History and gained an MFA 
in Illustration from Edinburgh 
College of Art in June 2013, 
where she is currently a tutor. 
She is also a freelance artist 
and illustrator whose work has 
appeared in prints, greetings 
cards and giftware.

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-nature-colouring-book/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-colouring-book-of-scotland/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-scottish-coastal-colouring-book/
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Hebridean Desk 
Diary 2023

Hebridean Pocket 
Diary 2023

ISBN: 9781780277660 
Price: £14.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 230 x 170mm Hardback 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

ISBN: 9781780277677 
Price: £8.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 156 x 110mm Hardback 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/hebridean-desk-diary-2023/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/hebridean-pocket-diary-2023/
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ISBN: 9781780277660 
Price: £14.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 230 x 170mm Hardback 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

ISBN: 9781780277677 
Price: £8.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 156 x 110mm Hardback 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

Hebridean 
Calendar 2023

ISBN: 9781780277653 
Price: £10.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 300 x 300mm Calendar 
Extent: 24pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

Scottish Maps 
Calendar 2023

ISBN: 9781780277684 
Price: £10.99 inc VAT | Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 300 x 300mm Calendar 
Extent: 24pp
Illustrations: colour thoughout
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/hebridean-calendar-2023/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/scottish-maps-calendar-2023/
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