
POLYGON
New Titles 2022

Polygon New Titles Catalogue 2022 (front A5).indd   1Polygon New Titles Catalogue 2022 (front A5).indd   1 23/10/2021   14:4723/10/2021   14:47

Cover artwork from Hex by Jenni Fagan © headdesign.co.uk





Contents

4 DARKLAND TALES

6 FICTION

12 CRIME & THRILLER

18 HISTORICAL FICTION

21 NON-FICTION

25 POETRY

32 NEW IN PAPERBACK



4   polygon |  fiction – darkland tales

Hex
Darkland Tales

ISBN: 9781846975684 
Price: £10.00
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Hbk 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788854832
Rights: World All Languages

Jenni Fagan is an 
award-winning author, poet, 
screenwriter, essayist and a 
playwright, and was writer in 
residence at the University of 
Edinburgh. In 2013 Jenni was 
the only Scottish writer to be on 
Granta’s Best of Young British 
Novelists list. She is the author 
of The Panopticon (2012) and 
Luckenbooth (2021).

On this, the last night of her life, in 
a prison cell several floors below 
Edinburgh’s High Street, convicted witch 
Geillis Duncan receives a mysterious 
visitor – Iris, who says she comes from a 
future where women are still persecuted 
for who they are and what they believe.
 
As the hours pass and dawn approaches, 
Geillis recounts the circumstances of her 
arrest, brutal torture, confession and trial, 
while Iris offers support, solace – and the 
tantalising prospect of escape. 

The second title in the specially 
commissioned Darkland Tales 
historical fiction series

Jenni Fagan is a multi-award-
winning writer and Granta Best 
Young British Novelist

A visceral depiction of what happens 
when a society is consumed by fear 
and superstition

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/rizzio/
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Ghosts in the 
Gloaming
A Tale from Kinloch

ISBN: 9781846976155 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 03 November 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Hbk 
Extent: 144pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855389
Rights: World All Languages

It’s December 1968. Having cheated 
Sandy Hoynes out of a rowing race and 
navigation certificate when they were 
young, Dreich MacCallum makes an 
unexpected return to Kinloch. 

With the Girl Maggie up on the slip 
awaiting urgent repairs, Hoynes takes 
to his bed, the memory of it all too much. 
When first mate Hamish persuades his 
skipper to get up and put the fishing 
boat back into the water, there are 
unexpected consequences that put 
Hoynes’ liberty and reputation at risk. 
Has Dreich won the day again? 

But the spirits of the past have yet to 
have their say. Upon whom will the 
winter sun set? 

The third tale from Kinloch, from the 
bestselling author of the DCI Daley 
series

A nostalgic, humorous and thrilling 
tale that will appeal to fans of Para 
Handy

Perfect fireside and holiday reading 
to stave off the winter chill

Denzil Meyrick worked 
as a police officer, distillery 
manager, freelance journalist, 
and company director. He is 
originally from Campbeltown 
in Argyll, but now lives with his 
wife Fiona on Loch Lomondside.
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The Exquisite Art 
of Getting Even

ISBN: 9781846976216
Price: £12.00
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855181
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth exc. NA

alexanDer Mccall 
SMith is the author of the 
highly successful No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency series, and 
has seen his books translated 
into over forty-six languages 
and become bestsellers 
throughout the world. In 2021 
he was awarded the Edinburgh 
Prize, the Oxford Literary 
Festival Fellowship and The 
Strand Magazine Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Revenge sometimes causes people to 
act blindly through anger, rather than 
reason. The characters in this devilishly 
delightful book are pushed to the point of 
no return and seek retribution. 

In each of these four tales, revenge is a 
dish best served cold. Tantalising and 
amusing, these stories show off a darker 
side, but carry with them the author’s 
trademark warmth and humour.

A new collection of stories boasting 
Alexander McCall Smith’s talent for 
an exquisite twist in the tale

These enthralling stories are as 
humorous as they are dark

The author’s previous collections 
have sold over 80,000 copies
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The Real Meaning 
of Garlic
A 44 Scotland Street Novel

ISBN: 9781846975905
Price: £17.99
Publication: 03 November 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Demy Hbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: n/a
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth exc. NA

‘Underpinned by a guiding moral 
intelligence. . .  Very special’
– The Scotsman

Catch up, once again, with the denizens 
of 44 Scotland Street in the new, 
humorous and wonderfully-wise 44  
Scotland Street novel.

Filled with philosophical insight as well 
as sartorial elegance, catch up once 
again with the extended family at No 
44, in this the latest instalment in the 
Scotland Street series.

Volume 16 in the bestselling Scotland 
Street series

Serialised in The Scotsman newspaper 
from August 2022

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-pavilion-in-the-clouds/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/in-a-time-of-distance/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/tiny-tales/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/love-in-the-time-of-bertie/
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Animal Farm
Introduction by Alan Johnson

ISBN: 9781846976063 
Price: £6.99 
Publication: 06 January 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788854863
Rights: WAL (non exclusive)

george orwell is one 
of Britain’s most famous writers 
and social commentators. He 
is the author the dystopian 
masterpiece Nineteen Eighty-
Four.

alan JohnSon served as 
Home Secretary from June 2009 
to May 2010 and is an award 
winning author. His book, The 
Long and Winding Road won 
the Parliamentary Book Award 
for Best Memoir.

Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and 
drunken that one day he forgets to feed 
his livestock. The ensuing rebellion under 
the leadership of the pigs Napoleon and 
Snowball leads to the animals taking 
over the farm. 

Vowing to eliminate the terrible inequities 
of the farmyard, the renamed Animal 
Farm is organised to benefit all who 
walk on four legs. But as time passes, 
the ideals of the rebellion are corrupted, 
then forgotten. And something new and 
unexpected emerges.

First published in 1945, Animal Farm 
is George Orwell’s brilliant satire on 
the corrupting influence of power

A new edition of this vitally 
important political novel featuring 
an introduction from Alan Johnson

Polygon’s edition of Orwell’s Nineteen 
Eighty-Four, published in 2021, has 
sold over 10,000 copies

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/nineteen-eighty-four/
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The Liberation’s 
Child

ISBN: 9781846975776 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788853798
Rights: World All Languages

lucy cruickShankS  
holds a BA in Politics and 
Philosophy from the University 
of Warwick and an MA in 
Creative Writing from Bath 
Spa University. Her debut 
novel, The Trader of Saigon, 
was shortlisted for the 
Authors’ Club Best First Novel 
Award and the Guardian Not 
The Booker Prize.

Set in a Britain of the near future, 
haunted by its past in which the traces 
of genocide lay just below the surface, 
two survivors, Thea and Dom, are on a 
journey to uncover the truth behind an 
illegal adoption ring and to find a missing 
baby. Their search for the truth puts both 
of their lives in danger and uncovers that 
new Free and Equal Britain is not just a 
memory. 

Will Dom discover the truth about the 
child he hoped would rebuild his family? 
Will Thea find her daughter? Will the past 
continue to block their way?

A dystopian novel that will appeal 
to fans of Margaret Atwood, Jodi 
Picoult’s A Spark of Light and Station 
Eleven by Emily St John Mandel

A beautifully written, thrilling novel 
with an intriguing plot that you will 
not want to put down

Based on a real-life adoption scandal, 
The Liberation’s Child explores themes 
of guilt, redemption and justice
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ISBN: 9781846975950 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855204
Rights: World All Languages

Michelle Sloan trained 
as a primary school teacher 
and studied drama and arts 
journalism. She is the author of 
several books for children. The 
Edinburgh Skating Club is her 
debut adults’ novel. Originally 
from Edinburgh, Michelle now 
lives in Broughty Ferry with her 
family.

When eighteenth-century poet Alison 
Cockburn accepts a light-hearted 
challenge from her good friend Katherine 
Hume to live as a man, in order to 
infiltrate the infamous Edinburgh Skating 
Club, little do they both realise how her 
new identity will shape their futures. 

In twenty-first-century Edinburgh, 
art historian Claire Sharp receives a 
mysterious request: to settle once and 
for all the true provenance of the iconic 
painting The Skating Minister. But when 
she digs deeper, she discovers the 
incredible truth behind the painting and 
two extraordinary women Enlightenment 
Edinburgh forgot.

The tale of one woman’s mission to 
infiltrate the all-male Enlightenment 
Society of eighteenth-century 
Edinburgh

A witty, pacy and ultimately moving 
time-shift novel that celebrates the 
women overlooked by history

Inspired by the literary hostess 
Alison Cockburn

The Edinburgh
Skating Club
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ISBN: 9781846976018 
Price: £7.99
Publication: 13 January 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 224pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788854856
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH 
is the author of the highly 
successful No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency series. 
ANNE HAMILTON is the author 
of the travel memoir, A Blonde 
Bengali Wife. 
IAN RANKIN is a Scottish 
crime writer, best known for his 
Inspector Rebus novels. 
NADINE AISHA JASSAT is the 
author of poetry collection Let 
Me Tell You This.   
SARA SHERIDAN is a Scottish 
activist and writer who works in 
a variety of genres.

The world’s first UNESCO City of 
Literature, Edinburgh is steeped in 
literary history. It is the birthplace of a 
beloved cast of fictional characters from 
Sherlock Holmes to Harry Potter.

To celebrate Edinburgh, its literature, and 
more importantly, its people, Polygon 
and the One City Trust have brought 
together writers – established and 
emerging – to write about the place they 
call home. Based around landmarks 
or significant links to Edinburgh each 
story transports the reader to a different 
decade in the city’s recent past.

This new anthology features an 
introduction by Irvine Welsh

With stories from Alexander McCall 
Smith, Ian Rankin, Sara Sheridan, 
Anne Hamilton and Nadine Aisha 
Jassat

All proceeds from the book will go 
to the One City charity, which fights 
social exclusion in the city

The People’s City
Selected Short Stories
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The Death of 
Remembrance
A D.C.I. Daley Thriller

ISBN: 9781846975851 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 400pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855013
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

Denzil Meyrick worked 
as a police officer, distillery 
manager, freelance journalist, 
and company director. He is 
originally from Campbeltown 
in Argyll, but now lives with his 
wife Fiona on Loch Lomondside.

It’s 1983, and a beat constable walks 
away from a bar where he knows a 
crime is about to be committed. In the 
present, a stranger with a mission moves 
into a shabby Kinloch flat.

Daley has his own problems. Brian 
Scott’s return to the bottle has seen 
him suspended from the force and a 
replacement sent from the Central Belt, 
and when an old fisherman is found 
dead on the shingle beach near the town, 
Kinloch must face further tragedy. A past 
that all hoped long gone has risen again 
and its ghosts can still wreak a terrible 
revenge.

Tenth instalment in the global 
bestselling D.C.I. Daley series

Series is currently being adapted for 
screen and will star Game of Thrones’ 
Rory McCann as Jim Daley

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/denzil-meyrick/
https://birlinn.co.uk/2021/11/08/game-of-thrones-star-rory-mccann-to-star-in-dci-daley-tv-adaptation/
https://birlinn.co.uk/2021/11/08/game-of-thrones-star-rory-mccann-to-star-in-dci-daley-tv-adaptation/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/whisky-from-small-glasses/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/terms-of-restitution/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-toast-to-the-old-stones/
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The Death of 
Remembrance
A D.C.I. Daley Thriller

Where Demons Hide
A Rebecca Connolly Thriller

ISBN: 9781846975981 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 07 July 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855112
Rights: World All Languages

DouglaS Skelton was 
born in Glasgow. He has been 
a bank clerk, tax officer, taxi 
driver, wine waiter, journalist 
and investigator. He has written 
eleven true crime and Scottish 
criminal history books but now
concentrates on fiction. The first 
book in the Rebecca Connolly 
series Thunder Bay (2019) was 
longlisted for the McIlvanney 
Award.

‘Skelton’s growing legion of fans will 
avidly await brave, dogged Rebecca’s 
next outing’ – Publisher’s Weekly (US)

Something scared Nuala Flaherty to 
death. When her body is found in the 
centre of a pentagram on a lonely moor, 
Rebecca Connolly is determined to find 
out what. 

The investigation leads her to a 
mysterious cult and local drug dealings. 
But what she doesn’t know is that crime 
matriarch Mo Burke still has her in her 
crosshairs. Mo wants payback for the 
death of her son, and after one failed 
attempt to hurt Rebecca, she is upping 
the ante. This time, it could be lethal.

Fourth book in the critically 
acclaimed Rebecca Connolly thriller 
series from Douglas Skelton 

Rights sold for previous books in the 
series to the United States, Germany 
and Denmark

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/thunder-bay/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-blood-is-still/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-rattle-of-bones/
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The Bone Road

ISBN: 9781846976148 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 07 July 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 304pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855105
Rights: World English Languages

On a mountain road in the Balkans, 
former Olympic cyclist Heather Bishop 
and her journalist boyfriend Richard race 
each other for fun. But when Richard 
disappears around a bend in the road, 
Heather cycles after him only to find that 
Richard has disappeared.

Her increasingly desperate search for 
him leads Heather into Richard’s dark 
past and that of the Balkans itself. 

The Bone Road lifts the curtain on the 
Balkans and explores not only conflicted 
characters whose pasts catch up with
them, but also how intergenerational 
trauma can be passed down not just 
through families but entire communities.

A fresh and suspenseful crime novel 
that will appeal to fans of Nordic 
crime and smart, atmospheric
thrillers

With a strong female lead and 
a charismatic Wallander-style 
detective, it is set amidst the 
beautiful but unsettling
landscape and eerie towns of the 
Bosnian-Serbian border

n.e. SoloMonS is a 
screenwriter and novelist. She 
is the New York Times best-
selling author of four novels, 
including the Richard and Judy 
Summer Book Club The Novel 
in the Viola. She lives in Dorset 
with her husband, the award-
winning children’s author 
David Solomons, and their two 
children. 
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The Goldenacre

ISBN: 9781846975936 
Price: £9.99
Publication: 02 June 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855020
Rights: World All Languages

‘A riveting, brutal journey into the 
high stakes world of legacy art and 
inherited wealth’
Denise Mina, author of The Long Drop

The Goldenacre – a masterpiece by the 
painter and architect Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh – has been given to the 
people of Scotland. The beautiful canvas, 
the last work by the artistic genius, 
enthrals the art world, but behind it lies a 
dark and violent mystery.

Thomas Tallis, an art expert with a 
troubled past, is trying to uncover the 
truth about the painting’s complex 
history, while dogged newspaper 
reporter Shona Sandison is investigating 
a series of shocking murders in 
Edinburgh. Both investigators soon 
become engulfed in the machinations of 
money, crime and identity amid the seen 
and unseen forces at work in modern 
Scotland.

An enthralling, multi-threaded 
literary thriller

Rights sold to Soho Press in the US

Murder and history combine, 
plunging the reader into a world of 
scandals, inheritance and fine art 

PhiliP Miller lives in 
Edinburgh. An award-winning 
journalist for twenty years, he is 
now a civil servant. His previous 
novels include The Blue Horse 
and All the Galaxies, and his 
poetry has been published 
online and in print.
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Six Wounds

ISBN: 9781846975707
Price: £8.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788854894
Rights: World All Languages

Here, Gordon Brown is writing 
as Morgan cry. He has 
written eight crime thrillers 
along with a number of short 
stories. He also helped found 
Bloody Scotland, Scotland’s 
International Crime Writing 
Festival, is a DJ on local radio 
(www.pulseonair.co.uk) and 
runs a strategic planning 
consultancy.

‘From its explosive opening to its 
bone-crunching finale, Six Wounds is a 
gripping high-octane masterpiece’ 
 – Andrew Child (Jack Reacher co-
author)

Daniella Coulstoun has recently moved 
to the Costa Blanca. When the dead 
body of a prominent London gangster 
is discovered in the cellar of her bar 
she quickly becomes the number one 
suspect. 

With the police closing in, the local 
expats turning on her and a psychotic 
rival to the dead gangster in the 
background, Daniella knows she needs 
to nail the real killer, and fast.

Second book in Morgan Cry’s sun-
soaked crime thriller series set in 
Spain’s Costa Blanca, following the 
critically acclaimed Thirty-One Bones

A perfect summer read for crime 
fans with a colourful cast of double-
crossing characters

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/thirty-one-bones/
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ISBN: 9781846975974 
Price: £8.99
Publication: 01 September 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788855297
Rights: World All Languages

robert J. harriS is 
the designer of the bestselling 
fantasy board game Talisman 
and has written numerous 
books, including the popular 
World Goes Loki series, the 
Artie Conan Doyle Mysteries, 
as well as the bestselling 
The Thirty-One Kings and 
Castle Macnab. He lives in St. 
Andrews with his wife, Debby.

‘Robert J Harris captures the character 
of Holmes and Watson wonderfully’
– Irish Independent

Across the city prominent figures in 
science and the military are bursting into 
flame and being incinerated. Convinced 
that the Germans have deployed a new 
terror weapon, a desperate government 
turns to the one man who can track 
down the source of this dreadful menace 
- Sherlock Holmes.

The quest for a solution drives Holmes 
into an uneasy alliance with the country’s 
most brilliant scientific genius, Professor
James Moriarty. 

Follow-up to the critically acclaimed 
A Study in Crimson

A tribute to the classic Universal 
Pictures Sherlock Holmes film series 
starring Basil Rathbone and Nigel 
Bruce

The Devil’s Blaze
Sherlock Holmes, 1943

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/a-study-in-crimson/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/castle-macnab-2/
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ISBN: 9781846976186
Price: £8.99
Publication: 07 July 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 272pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788852784
Rights: World All Languages

Jenny lecoat moved to 
England from Jersey aged 18, 
where, following a drama degree, 
she spent a decade on the 
alternative comedy circuit. She 
was nominated for a prestigious 
Perrier Award in 1986. She 
also wrote for newspapers 
and women’s magazines 
(Cosmopolitan, Observer) and 
presented TV and radio shows, 
before focusing on screen writing.

‘This gripping tale of forbidden love 
and survival will leave you breathless’
– Sunday Post

In June 1940, the Channel Islands 
becomes the only part of Great Britain 
to be occupied by Hitler’s forces. Hedy 
Bercu, a young Jewish girl from Vienna 
who fled to Jersey two years earlier to 
escape the Anschluss, finds herself once 
more entrapped by the Nazis, this time 
with no escape. 

Despite her racial status, Hedy finds 
work with the German authorities and 
embarks on acts of resistance. Most 
remarkable of all, she falls in love with 
a German lieutenant – a relationship on 
which her life soon comes to depend.

Based on an extraordinary true 
story this a tense, emotional story 
of forbidden love, subterfuge and 
survival against the odds

A New York Times bestseller

Has captured imaginations around 
the world, with rights sold to eleven 
different countries

The Girl From the 
Channel Islands
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Of Blood Descended

ISBN: 9781846976131
Price: £8.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 384pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788853507
Rights: World All Languages

Steven veeraPen was 
born in Glasgow in 1987. He 
teaches Renaissance Studies 
in the English Department at 
the University of Strathclyde. 
His research currently focuses 
on issues of race in the early 
modern period – particularly 
in mixed marriages and 
dual-heritage denizens of 
Renaissance England and 
Scotland.

Summer, 1522. In a wave of pomp, 
Henry VIII’s court welcomes the Imperial 
emperor, Charles V. Anthony Blanke, the
son of the king’s late ‘black trumpet’, 
John Blanke, is called to Hampton Court 
by his former employer, Cardinal Wolsey.
The cardinal is preparing a gift for King 
Henry: a masque of King Arthur and the 
Black Knight. Anthony is to take centre
stage.

The festive mood, however, quickly sours. 
Wolsey’s historian, charged with proving 
the king’s descent from King Arthur,
is found murdered, his body posed in a 
gruesome tableau. A reluctant Anthony 
is charged with investigating the affair.
His mission takes him on the path trod by 
the historian, through ancient monastic 
libraries and the back streets of London.

The first in an exciting new series of 
historical crime novels

Introducing Anthony Blanke, the 
fictional, mixed-race son of
historical figure John Blanke, this 
novel is an exploration of race and 
identity
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Dark Hunter

ISBN: 9781846976117 
Price: £8.99 
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788854955
Rights: World All Languages

Fiona watSon is a 
medieval historian and writer. 
She is the author of history 
books including A History of 
Scotland’s Landscapes and 
Scotland from Prehistory to the 
Present, and was the presenter 
of the BBC TV series, In Search
of Scotland.

‘A writer who has that rare gift of 
combining impressive knowledge with 
a lively and winning voice’ 
– The Herald

The year is 1317. Young English squire 
Benedict Russell joins the garrison 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed, the last 
English-held town in Scotland after 
the spectacular Scottish victory at 
Bannockburn three years earlier. 

Serious and self-doubting, Ben can’t wait 
for his time there to come to an end. But 
as the Scots draw ever closer and the 
English king does nothing to stop them, 
he finds himself in a race against time 
to solve the brutal murder of a young 
girl and find the traitor lurking within 
Berwick’s walls.

Brings to life the sights, smells and 
sounds of 14th-century Scotland 
and themes such as the treatment of 
women and the role of religion

Will appeal to readers of historical 
mysteries such as C. J. Sansom’s 
Shardlake series and Umberto Eco’s 
The Name of the Rose
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ISBN: 9781846975813
Price: £12.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Paperback 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788854948
Rights: World All Languages

alaStair Mckay is 
a journalist living in London. 
He grew up in North Berwick, 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh. He
currently writes for the Evening 
Standard in London, and Uncut 
magazine.

Alastair McKay grew up in the fading 
Scottish seaside town of North Berwick 
in the 70s. The cinema and outdoor
swimming pool were on the verge of 
closing, there were scary boys in the 
park, and excitement was scarce.
An exceptionally shy boy, Alastair 
gradually found his voice through the 
punk explosion: the ethos that ‘anyone 
could do it’.

From hesitant beginnings, he would 
go on to a successful career in 
journalism: sharing a limousine with 
Kate Moss, meeting Iggy Pop at the 
Chateau Marmont, being led astray by 
Tilda Swinton and many, many other 
encounters.

A fascinating and uplifting memoir, 
about the power of music to 
influence lives from a journalist who 
witnessed the punk explosion and its 
aftermath

For everyone who loves music 
and who grew up at a time when 
acquiring records was a rite of 
passage

Alternatives to 
Valium
How Punk Rock Saved a Shy
Boy’s Life
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ISBN: 9781846975844 
Price: £17.99
Publication: 04 August 2022
Format: 234 x 156mm Royal Hbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: b/w throughout
ePub: 9781788855198
Rights: World All Languages

Stuart coSgrove was 
media editor with the NME and 
a feature writer for a range of 
newspapers and magazines. In 
2012 he won numerous awards 
including a BAFTA and Royal 
Television Society award for 
Channel 4’s coverage of the 
London Paralympics 2012. The 
second book in his soul trilogy, 
Memphis 68, won the Penderyn 
Music Prize in 2018.

Hey America! is the story of how 
black music came from the margins 
of American life in the early twentieth 
century through to the mainstream 
under Barack Obama’s presidency 
and then was mobilised as a force for 
radical opposition to Donald Trump’s 
administration. 

It reveals a remarkable roller-coaster 
of social change and shifting attitudes 
to black music from within the White 
House: from the explosion of soul music 
in the civil-rights era through Vietnam 
protest songs and seventies disco to 
the acceptance of hip-hop and rap 
musicians.

A combination of powerful 
storytelling and dynamic social 
history

Aimed at a mainstream readership 
but with the depth to attract 
specialist readers and fans of music 
and politics alike 

Hey America!
The Epic Story of Black Music 
and the White House
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Edinburgh’s 
Greatest Hits
A Celebration of the Capital’s 
Music History

ISBN: 9781846975325
Price: £7.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 148 x 105mm Pbk 
Extent: 144pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788853156
Rights: World All Languages

JIM BYERS is the director of 
Edinburgh Music Lovers.
JONATHAN TREW has been 
writing about music, culture 
and restaurants since the early 
1990s.
FIONA SHEPHERD is an 
established music journalist 
who has been attending gigs 
and writing about the music 
scene since 1990.
ALISON STROAK is a co-
director and co-founder of 
Glasgow Music City Tours and 
Edinburgh Music Tours.

Explore Edinburgh’s hidden music 
heritage, plus a few of its more tuneful 
tall tales, with this eye-opening guide 
to the city’s music milestones, famous 
gigs, infamous incidents and colourful 
characters. 

From Bowie to the Bay City Rollers, 
from folk to funk, pop to punk and past 
to present, this collection of bite-sized 
stories traces the people, venues and 
gigs that made the city’s music scene.

Edinburgh’s Greatest Hits touches on the 
big names as well as lifting the lid on the 
city’s lesser known legends.

Written by the people behind 
Edinburgh Music Lovers and 
Edinburgh Music Tours

Features a foreword by Ian Rankin 

The authors share decades’ worth of 
attending music events in the city, 
both as fans and journalists
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ISBN: 9781846975295 
Price: £14.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 216 x 138mm Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: b/w throughout
ePub: 9781788852821
Rights: WAL exc. North America

JaMeS caMPbell was 
born in Glasgow in 1951. 
Between 1978 and 1982 
he was editor of The New 
Edinburgh Review. He lives 
in London and was a regular 
contributor to the Times 
Literary Supplement. His 
critically acclaimed biography 
of James Baldwin, Talking at 
the Gates, was published by 
Polygon in February 2021.

This is the riveting story of the moral 
and literary education of a man who 
struggled at school but went on to 
become a distinguished author and 
journalist. 

The story begins with Campbell, aged 
14, in a police cell in Glasgow. From 
there we follow him through hitchhiking 
journeys in Asia and North Africa, to 
creating music with Peter Green, the 
founder and lead guitarist of Fleetwood 
Mac, interviews with Alexander Trocchi 
and John Fowles, and the forming of 
his friendship with the American writer 
James Baldwin.

Author enjoyed a high profile 
through his regular diary column in 
the TLS

Widespread review coverage in the 
literary pages of the London and 
national media

An entertaining journey through a 
literary life filled with fascinating 
characters

Just Go Down 
to the Road 
A Memoir of Trouble and Travel
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Blood Salt Spring

ISBN: 9781846976070
Price: £10.99
Publication: 03 February 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 96pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788854900
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

hannah lavery 
is a poet, award-winning 
playwright and performer. She 
has been featured at many 
spoken word and poetry nights 
including Neu! Reekie!, Sonnet 
Youth, Rally and Broad, Flint 
and Pitch and Loud Poets, and 
festivals including, Edinburgh 
International Book Festival, 
Stanza, Solas, Kelburn Garden 
Party, and Electric Fields.

From Hannah Lavery, Edinburgh’s 
Makar.

In a moment that is demanding you to 
constantly choose your side, how do 
you find your humanity, your own voice, 
when you are being pushed to find safety 
in numbers?

Blood Salt Spring is a meditation on 
where we are – exploring ideas of 
nation, race and belonging. Much of the 
collection was written in lockdown and 
speaks to that moment, the isolation and 
the traumas of 2020. It also looks to find 
some meaning and makes an attempt 
to heal the pain and vulnerabilities that 
were picked and cut open again in the 
recent cultural shifts and political wars.

Blood Salt Spring explores the journey 
to find authenticity in a moment 
which asks you to find your tribe

This collection explores 
intergenerational trauma, in 
particular the legacy of colonialism 
and racism, the reality of living 
through 2020’s political and cultural 
shifts and shocks
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Memo for Spring
50th Anniversary Edition

ISBN: 9781846976100 
Price: £10.00
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 80pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788853484
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

liz lochheaD was born 
in Motherwell in 1947. While 
studying at the Glasgow School 
of Art she began to write 
seriously, gradually losing her 
way with her initial dream of 
becoming a painter. She has 
since published several plays 
and poetry collections including 
A Choosing and Fugitive 
Colours.

Liz Lochhead is one of the leading poets 
writing in Britain today. This, her debut 
collection, published in 1972, was a
landmark first publication. 

Writing at a time when the landscape 
of Scottish poetry was male dominated, 
hers was a new voice, tackling subjects 
that resonated with readers – as it still 
does. Her poetry paved the way, and 
inspired, countless new voices including 
Ali Smith, Kathleen Jamie, Jackie Kay and 
Carol Ann Duffy.

This is the 50th anniversary edition 
of Liz Lochhead’s debut collection

Driving through this collection are 
themes of pain, acceptance, loss and 
triumph

Memo for Spring made a significant 
comment on women’s issues when it 
was first published

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/fugitive-colours/
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ISBN: 9781846975417
Price: £14.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

Stewart conn was born 
in Glasgow, grew up in Ayrshire 
and has for many years lived 
in Edinburgh. His poetry 
publications include Ghosts at 
Cockcrow, The Breakfast Room 
(2010 SMIT Scottish Poetry 
Book of the Year) and The 
Touch of Time: New & Selected 
Poems.

Editor Stewart Conn has sought poems 
to set the readers’ heart racing, through 
a sharpening of memory or in opening 
new vistas and evoking new worlds 
and states of mind, from Barra and 
Eriskay to Luing, Mingulay and the Isle 
of May; Inchcape and the Torren rocks to 
Taransay and Tiree. 

In this anthology rich depictions of island 
flora and fauna sit alongside sightings 
of croft dwellers and ferry-lowpers. 
Expressions of affection and accounts 
of imprisonment and bereavement 
sit cheek-by-jowl with evocations of 
drowned sailors, corporeal and ghostly. 
Praise poems alternate with diary entries 
and holiday postcards.

Also includes: Liz Lochhead, Jackie 
Kay, Norman MacCaig, Hugh 
MacDiarmid, Edwin Morgan and 
Alastair Reid and many more

A highly accessible, perfectly poised 
anthology celebrating Scotland’s 
islands

Other Worlds
An Anthology of Scottish 
Island Poems



28   polygon |  poetry

ISBN: 9781846976124
Price: £6.99
Publication: 05 May 2022
Format: 145 x 105mm Pbk 
Extent: 96pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: n/a
Rights: World All Languages

John gillieS was a 
general practitioner in rural 
Scotland.

SaMuel tongue is 
Project Co-ordinator at the 
Scottish Poetry Library.

leSley MorriSon 
is a retired GP who works 
with medical students at the 
University of Edinburgh.

Being a doctor is a privilege; it is also 
very demanding and can be stressful, 
and to be able to look after others, we 
need to look after ourselves. We offer 
you this little book of poetry, Tools of the 
Trade, as a friend to provide inspiration, 
comfort and support as you begin work.

This new edition of Tools of the Trade 
includes poems by poet-doctors 
Iain Bamforth, Rafael Campo, Glenn 
Colquhoun, Martin MacIntryre and Gael 
Turnbull. 

Co-publication between Polygon and 
the Scottish Poetry Library 

Features poems by Wendell Berry, 
Douglas Dunn, Robert Burns, Hugh 
MacDiarmid, Seamus Heaney and 
Edwin Morgan

ALSO AVAILABLE

Tools of the Trade
Poems for New Doctors
NEW EDITION

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/to-learn-the-future/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/to-mind-your-life/
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The Bone Library

ISBN: 9781846975929
Price: £10.00
Publication: 01 September 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 96pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788855211
Rights: World All Languages

Jenni Fagan is an 
award-winning author, poet, 
screenwriter, essayist and a 
playwright, and was writer in 
residence at the University of 
Edinburgh. She is the author of 
The Panopticon, The Sunlight 
Pilgrims, Luckenbooth, and 
poetry collections The Dead 
Queen of Bohemia and There’s 
a Witch in the Word Machine.

The Bone Library examines and 
interprets all of human life. The poems 
here respond to broader themes of 
identity, of place, of love and the unloved. 

Written in the old Dick Vet Bone Library 
during the author’s time as writer in 
residence there, this is a vivid exploration 
that cuts to the very core of what it is 
to be alive. It is also a collection that is 
honest and carries with it, always, an 
undertow of elegy.

From the multi-award-winning, 
Granta Best Young British Novelist, 
Jenni Fagan. The Bone Library is her 
third collection

Jenni Fagan’s most recent novel 
Hex: Darkland Tales was published 
in March 2022 and received rave 
reviews on publication

ALSO AVAILABLE

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/theres-a-witch-in-the-word-machine/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/the-dead-queen-of-bohemia/
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Owen and Sassoon
The Edinburgh Poems

ISBN: 9781846976209 
Price: £12.00
Publication: 06 October 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 112pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788855556
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

neil Mclennan is 
Senior Lecturer and Director 
of Leadership Programmes 
at University of Aberdeen. 
He started life as a history 
teacher and became President 
of the Scottish Association of 
Teachers of History. His interest 
in Wilfred Owen and the war 
poets started during his time as 
Head of History at Tynecastle 
High School. 

Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, 
both suffering from shell shock, were 
sent to convalesce at Craicklockart 
hospital in Edinburgh in 1917. Owen, 
who referred to himself as the ‘poet’s 
poet’ was unpublished at the time. 
It’s the influence and encouragement 
of Sassoon during this period that 
shaped Owen’s work. Sassoon was also 
instrumental in publishing Owen’s work 
posthumously after the war.

Here for the first time, collected in a 
single volume are the poems, written 
in Edinburgh, of Wilfred Owen and 
Siegfried Sassoon. These Edinburgh 
poems highlight the significance of the 
time these poets spent together in and 
around the city.

This book sets out to explore the 
influence that Edinburgh had on the 
poetry of Owen and his time spent 
with Sassoon at Craiglockart Hospital

Includes well-known poems: 
‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ and 
‘Dulce Et Decorum Est’
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Owen and Sassoon
The Edinburgh Poems

Another Way to 
Split Water

ISBN: 9781846976032 
Price: £10.00
Publication: 01 September 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 96pp
Illustrations: n/a 
ePub: 9781788855280
Rights: EU, UK & Commonwealth

Another Way to Split Water is a 
collection that has been evolving over 
many years. It is a book that captures 
many different versions of who the 
poet is now and who she has been 
formerly. The work within these pages 
is an homage to family – to how identity 
reforms and transforms throughout 
generations, through stories told and 
retold, imagined and reimagined. 

Perhaps most strikingly, this collection 
employs figurations of the natural 
world to reflect on themes of language, 
distance, migration, belonging, faith, 
grief, and intimacy.

This is the debut collection from 
Edwin Morgan Poetry Award winner 
Alycia Pirmohamed

This collection enters a wider 
dialogue involving Asian American 
diaspora and contemporary notions 
of the “lyric I”

It is inspired by UK poets Sandeep 
Parmar, Bhanu Kapil, Vahni Capildeo, 
and Nisha Ramayya

alycia PirMohaMeD is 
a Canadian-born poet based 
in the UK. She is currently a 
postdoctoral Creative Writing 
Fellow at the University of 
Liverpool, where she is working 
with the Ledbury Poetry Critics 
programme. 
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ISBN: 9781846975967
Price: £8.99
Publication: 03 February 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 288pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788852807
Rights: WAL exc. North America

A Study in Crimson
Robert J. Harris

ISBN: 9781846976025
Price: £8.99
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 400pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788854665
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth exc. NA

Terms of Restitution
Denzil Meyrick

ISBN: 9781846976094
Price: £7.99
Publication: 03 February 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 128pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788853477
Rights: WAL exc. North America

Rizzio: Darkland Tales
Denise Mina
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ISBN: 9781846975738
Price: £8.99
Publication: 07 July 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 240pp
Illustrations: 30 colour illustrations
ePub: 9781788853736
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth (exc. NA)

Tiny Tales
Alexander McCall Smith

ISBN: 9781846975868
Price: £8.99
Publication: 07 April 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 256pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788854627
Rights: EL UK & Commonwealth exc. NA

The Pavilion in the Clouds
Alexander McCall Smith

ISBN: 9781846976087
Price: £9.99
Publication: 03 March 2022
Format: 198 x 129mm B-Pbk 
Extent: 336pp
Illustrations: n/a
ePub: 9781788853767
Rights: World All Languages

Of Stone and Sky
Merryn Glover
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